LORD ODO RUSSELL

Minister in the "strictest confidence," but the cautious Lord
Derby had made an extremely reserved and discreet reply,1
not committing himself an inch farther than he could see his
way.

In the meantime Ignatyev had heard that his presence would
be unwelcome in London,2 and he took care to make this public
in Berlin. To save a diplomatic incident Lord Odo Russell
thought it well to mention that the report was "much commented
upon and regretted in diplomatic circles." He himself had
received a visit from Ignatyev at the Embassy and was greatly
impressed by his pacific bearing and conciliatory language.3
To this appeal Lord Derby, who indeed had not personally
committed himself to the same extent as his colleagues, responded
by authorizing Lord Odo Russell to contradict all such rumours,
and to make it clear that he could come. The night before
Ignatyev left Berlin there was a court reception, which Lord
Odo attended, and where he was much struck by the general
anxiety that prevailed with regard to the success of Ignatyev's
mission. From the Emperor downwards, one person after
another impressed upon him that peace or war between Russia
and Turkey now lay entirely in the hands of Great Britain and
all expressed the most earnest wish that she would prevent war
by accepting the Russian proposals.4 The Berlin Memorandum
was still of recent memory. The Crown Princess showed the
same anxiety in her correspondence with the Queen.5

In Paris Shuvalov and Ignatyev met, the latter saying with
gratified pride that Bismarck would support the protocol in
London. But Shuvalov was not so gratified on his return to
discover that Bismarck's promise had apparently not been
seriously meant. All had been disclosed, and the unfortunate
Shuvalov, who had carefully planned his approach to the subject
found Lord Derby in possession of all the facts, and full of argu-
ments and objections. Instead of working upon Lord Derby's
mind he had to listen while the British statesman explained that
England did not like protocols and engagements, and would only
enter upon them if they could be justified before the nation by

. 64. 874. No. 77. To Lord Odo Russell. Secret. 6 March 1877.
2His source was probably Salisbury's wire.

8F.O. 64. 877. No, 82. To Lord Derby. Very Confidential. 6 March 1877.
*Ibid. Nos. 87 and 88. To Lord Derby. Secret. 8 and 9 March 1877.
*Ponsonby : Letters of the Empress Frederick, 148.